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Anders Strindberg reflects on the impact of
Jonathan Gaddy’s CHDS thesis, “An Ontology
of Power: Perception and Reality in Conflict.”

By Anders Strindberg

Whatever else homeland security involves, at its core we find a multi-tiered, multi-disciplinary network
of actors and interests (exemplified by the students and alumni of CHDS) that intersects with other,
similarly complex networks of actors and interests. What does strategic planning and strategic action
entail in this kind of environment? What does power mean in such a networked world?

As a new discipline or area of praxis emerges, it may be necessary to re-examine established concepts
and assumptions. The terminology we use and what we assume it to mean can shape both thought and
action, policy and legislation. Jonathan Gaddy goes straight to (actually, beyond and behind) the basic
concepts in homeland security strategy in his CHDS thesis, “An Ontology of Power: Perception and Reality
in Conflict.” Understanding the strategic environment as a networked world, the thesis, in a nutshell,
argues for a view of strategic agency as the ability to frame and shape reality, based on the ability to
accurately identify, describe, and explain the behavior of other actors in the strategic environment.

Ontology — the philosophical study of reality — may seem far too abstract a domain to produce
something applicable or actionable. And yet, through an analysis of strategy and power at their
conceptual core, Jonathan’s thesis develops a model for understanding the nature of strategic agency
(based on actor-network theory) and outlines a model for strategic security, along with ideas for how
these can be further developed and implemented. This has lasting value for homeland security as both
an academic discipline and an area of praxis.
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