Homeland Security Affairs 9/11 Remembrance

Anke Richter reflects on the impact of public health
research published in Homeland Security Affairs
over the years.

By Anke Richter

Until 2020, public health had an uneasy relationship with the majority of the homeland security
establishment. Unlike first responders and the medical establishment (hospitals, doctors, nurses, and
ambulances) which focus on securing and saving individuals, public health focuses on the population as a
whole. This societal perspective is different, difficult, and requires an alternate mind-set from traditional
incident response.

The threat has been known. In January 2000, the CIA issued report NIE 99-17D that stated that “new
and reemerging infectious diseases will pose a rising global health threat [...] over the next twenty
years. These diseases will endanger United States citizens at home and abroad, [...], and exacerbate
social and political instability [...].”* But while pandemic planning was required in the early 2000s,

a severe pandemic hadn’t happened in several decades and there were many other incidents that
threatened homeland security that were more recent and tangible. It was hard for public health
priorities to garner attention.

Now, for the past year and a half, every journal, including Homeland Security Affairs, has been publishing
on all aspects the Covid-19 pandemic and our preventions and response (or the lack thereof). However,
Homeland Security Affairs has included public health and public health preparedness in its articles

since the journal’s inception. The first such article appeared on October 2006 in Volume 2, Issue 3.
Denise Santiago, a public health official, and her advisor, published an article that provided a means

to determining the manpower requirements of public health departments to respond to public health
emergencies.2 And approximately every year thereafter, an article on public health and public health
preparedness appeared.® This collection of works sounded the early alarm on our abilities and inabilities
to respond to a global pandemic.
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